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“Why Don’t You Be Thankful”
Psalms 100:4-5

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.  5. For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

Introduction:

This psalm was used by the nation of Israel as a psalm of thanks to God. As they gathered to worship, this psalm was used to reflect the attitude of their hearts.  The thanks reflected in this psalm is not for personal blessing, but for the eternal nature of God.  

Psalms 100:4 tells us to "Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise; be thankful to Him, and bless His name."  One of the temptations of the Christian who has been saved for any length of time is the danger of getting accustomed to God’s blessings, to take them for granted, and fail to be thankful.  "Let me ask you today what are you thankful for?"  This morning I have so much to be thankful for.  I’m thankful for my wife, my children, my job, my church members, and my friends, and a whole multitude of material blessings.  What are you thankful for?  I believe there are some things that regardless of who you are this morning, you and I ought to be thankful to God for something.  Today let us…

I. BE THANKFUL TO GOD FOR HIS GOODNESS
Psalms 135:3 "Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good:  sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant."  God is not a being of mere "power;" He is not merely the Creator, the Uncaused Cause; but He is infinitely benevolent, and is, therefore, worthy of universal praise.  For example:

· My first born son “Timmy Jr.” was a preme, he weighted 1lb. 14oz., and my first born daughter “Janeeka” was also a preme, she was 2lb. 14oz.  But when I thank of the goodness and mercy, my soul cries out Hallelujah. 
B.  Psalms 34:8 "O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusts in him."

II. BE THANKFUL TO GOD FOR HIS LOVE
1 John 4:8 say; "He that loves not knows not God; for God is love."  From God’s other known attributes we may learn much about his love.  We can know, for instance, that because God is self-existent, his love had no beginning; why?  Because he is eternal, and his love can have no end; because he is infinite, it has no limitation.  The love of God is greater than any tongue or pen can ever write or speak about.  God is love, not, God is loving.  God and love are one.  Love is not an attribute of God, it is God; whatever God is, love is.  If your conception of love does not agree with justice and judgment and purity and holiness, then your idea of love is wrong.  The only way God’s love makes sense is when it is seen as personal (not mechanical).  He doesn’t start your stalled car for you; but he comes and sits with you in the snow bank. 

III. BE THANKFUL TO GOD FOR HIS SON
2 Corinthians 9:15 say; "Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift."  Thanks be to God for the inexpressible gift, which God had granted to us in bestowing His Son to die for us.  There are absolutely no words, which can sufficiently express, nor any language that can convey an adequate description of the value of the gift of God’s Son, and of the eternal riches, which we benefit from it.  No matter how much we try, words fail to adequately communicate how good he really is.

· The wealth of glory and splendor Christ left behind, when he was made flesh. 
2 Corinthians 8:9 say; "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich."  

· The depth of suffering which Jesus endured on the road of Calvary, was for us. 
Isaiah 53:5-8 say; "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."  

· The vastness of the Lord’s love that prompted his self-sacrifice was for us.
Romans 5:8 say; "But God commends his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

IV. BE THANKFUL TO GOD FOR HIS PRESENCE
1 Corinthians 15:57 say; ’But thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."  That mean, were not left alone to fend for our self, but rest assure the victory is our.  

Isaiah 41:10 say; "Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God.  I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."  One of the world’s most loved comic strips is Hagar the Horrible.  In one strip we find Hagar kneeling in prayer. "It’s not easy to believe in you God.  We never see you.  How come you never show yourself?  How do we know you even exist…"
Next we see
• a flower springing into life beside Hagar, 
• a volcano erupting in the distance, 
• an eclipse of the sun turns the sky black, 
• a star shooting across the stratosphere; 
• a tidal wave rushing over Hagar, 
• lightning flashing, 
• a bush beginning to burn, 
• a stone rolling away from the entrance to a tomb. 
Hagar pulls himself from the mud, dripping wet, surrounded by darkness. "OK, OK. I give up! Every time I bring up this subject, all we get is interruptions."  God is always present!

V. BE THANKFUL TO GOD FOR HIS FAMILY
2 Thessalonians 2:13 say; "But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth".  C.S. Lewis was grateful for the church and wrote, "Left to oneself, one could easily slide away from ’the faith once given,’ into a phantom called ‘my religion.’" 
Psalm 122:1 say; "I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD."  I am grateful for the church because it:
1. It provides a means of public profession of faith and identification with Christ by baptism and membership
2. It supplies spiritual growth through biblical teaching
3. It grants the opportunity for Christian fellowship
4. It enhances prayer - Matthew 18:20 "For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them."
5. It offers a place for the exercising of one’s spiritual gifts.
6. It makes available corporate worship.
7. It presents options for Christian service and outreach.
Ephesians 5:25b say; "… Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it."  I’m not worthy to be here, but praise be to God, I am here.  I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of Jesus Christ.  I’ve been washed in the fountain, I’ve been cleansed by His blood!  I’m a joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this rode, for I’m part of the family of God.  

CONCLUSION: 

What are you thankful for today?  Have you experienced the riches of His goodness and love through His Son, Jesus Christ?  Do you have the peace and joy of His presence?  Are you a part of the family of God?  With a thankful heart come and receive the wonderful blessings He has for you today.  If you love the Lord, let me hear you say yes!  Say Yes!
AMEN!
